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God’s Work. Our Hands. August 25-26 
During this annual event, thousands of ELCA congregations participate in this dedicated day of ser-
vice, gathering to serve communities in ways that share the love of God with all of God’s people. This 
weekend is an opportunity to celebrate our community and work together to make it a better place. 
There are a variety of volunteer activities for all ages to serve and love our neighbors.   
Donation of items: 
 Birthday kits: Birthdays are something to be celebrated. Our collection of items will be packaged 

together to make a complete kit. These will be given to a food pantry to distribute to families who 
have a birthday that month. 

 Goodie baskets for Police and Fire Stations: We want to show our appreciation for the job these 
men and women do for our community. Collection of items will be equally divided so that each sta-
tion will receive enough items for every officer. 

Saturday, August 25 
 Dupage Township Housing Assistance: There are neighbors who need help to maintain the up-

keep on their homes. This could be a range of small projects from yard work to small repairs or 
maintenance issues. 

 Northern Illinois Food Bank: A new location has opened in Joliet to better serve our community. 
We will be providing the hands to sort or pack food donations. Must be at least 8 years old to vol-
unteer. 

 Assemble & Delivery Goodie Baskets for Police and Fire Stations: Sorting the collection of items 
for each station and personally delivering them throughout the Bolingbrook community. 

Sunday, August 26 
 9:15 am – ONE WORSHIP SERVICE for everyone to come together and celebrate our time and 

talents to share. 
 Car Wash: Bewilder the community by offering a free car wash in 

the front of the church. Great opportunity to meet people and 
hear their stories while washing their car. 

 Assemble Birthday Kits: Sort the collection of items to create 
unique birthday kits to be given to families through the food pan-
try. 

 Park Clean-up: Partnering with SNAPS to clean up a local park 
and show care for God’s creation. 

We are asking people to sign up for one or more ways to be in-
volved and engaged in caring for our community. This will also help 
us plan appropriately for the amount of supplies needed. Sign-ups 
will be posted on the website or available on Sundays. 

God’s Work. Our Hands T-shirts  

We are encouraging everyone to wear the yellow shirts with the 
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” logo for these dedicated days of service. 
You may have one from a previous year. If you need to order a new 
one or the kids outgrew their last one, please contact the church of-
fice to place an order. There is a suggested donation of $6 to cover 
the cost. 
 
 

 
 

In This Issue 

 God’s Work. Our 

Hands.  

 Kayla’s Reflection 

 From the Vicar 

 Save the date 

 Imagine Our Jubilee 

Update 

 Worship Leaders 



The Youth Gathering: 

Kayla’s Reflection 

Working at the refugee and migrant section at the 

ELCA youth gathering was an incredible learning 

and teaching experience for me. First and foremost 

I learned about the experience of the Rohingya ref-

ugees but what was so impactful to me was learn-

ing from a colleague who had actually visited the 

refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. This 

colleague could explain so vividly what life was like 

in one of the world’s largest refugee camps, and 

frankly it was gut wrenching. The life of a refugee 

is a difficult thing to fathom and can make those of us who are privileged feel uncomfortable. Everyday tasks 

like cooking food become challenges when you don’t have easy access to the materials needed to start a fire. 

I wanted to communicate the differences in everyday tasks to the youth who came through the experience, so 

they could begin to understand a life that seemed so foreign to many of them. The reason they come to the 

camp also feels foreign, when young people think ethnic cleansing seems like something that only happened 

a long time ago.   

 

After coming back from a semester abroad in the former Yugoslavia, I was exposed to the ethnic cleansing 

and civil war that took place in Bosnia in the 1990’s. When I visited the site of the genocide in Srebrenica in 

1995 where more than 8,000 Muslim men and boys were killed, what struck me most was how recent this 

was. There were even photos and color videos to look at. I have tended to think of genocide as something 

that only lives in the history books. I knew that the few people still on this earth who had survived a Nazi con-

centration camp were very old and entering their last stages of life. But at Srebrenica, the guide at the visitor 

center and museum revealed to us that he was a survivor of the ethnic cleansing. I remember feeling so 

shook up, because I realized that genocide is not a thing of the past. Hearing him talk about that week in July 

of 1995 was one of the most moving experiences in my life. In 2018, 23 years after the genocide he still has 

no definitive answer to what happened to his brother and explained to us that he is still “missing”. 

 

I went into the experience at the youth gathering hoping to help the young people and adults have even a 

fraction of the breakthrough I had at Srebrenica. Helping them realize the harsh realities of the world we live in 

and that horrible things still happen. From personal experience, I knew how hard these harsh realities could 

be to digest. So I spoke with a colleague who helped me think of a way to make this into a positive learning 

experience for the youth – hope. She encouraged me to communicate the hope that the Rohingyas have de-

spite their current circumstances and the hope we should have that the situation improves for them. A way I 

encouraged the young people to act on that hope, was to pray for the refugees. I urged them to turn their dis-

comfort and frustration into action through prayer, and hopefully prayer can help us to find peace despite the 

difficult circumstances. 

 

Kayla Cooper is an Intern with Community Development Services at the ELCA Churchwide Office in Chicago. 

She attends Gettysburg College in Gettysburg, PA where she is majoring in Globalization and French. 

Kayla Cooper is a young adult member of New Life, daughter of Kim Cooper.  



Thoughts on God’s Work. Our Hands. from Vicar Frantisek 

There has been many wonderful missional engagements in my life, but one stands out to me espe-

cially as I consider the theme of God's Work, Our Hands. In Prague, Czechia, I was a part of out-

reach to the homeless, YANA - You are not alone. It was started by Ade, a medical student from Af-

rica, out of compassion to the numerous homeless population almost a decade ago. 

Compassion towards the underprivileged is God's business that needs our hands. God wants them 

to prosper and thus every week, a group of young adults  from around the world would come togeth-

er to prepare and pack food and beverages, attune themselves to the service with God's Word and 

prayer, and then head out into the streets of Prague to distribute the food,  affirm people's humanity 

and worth, and simply show God's love and care through both their actions and words. Experiencing 

it as a part of the team was a blessed experience that is hard to forget -  through God's mercy we 

met who we were supposed to meet and could provide them with a little something to brighten their 

day and see them encouraged to 

continue their  unique journeys. We 

mostly listened to and, if requested, 

prayed for them. 

Knowing it is not our work helped us 

to let go of any possible strings to at-

tach to our help and also sustained 

us in the face of the overwhelming 

poverty and need of those we 

served. Considering this work insig-

nificant was impossible as it was 

God's work with our hands, hearts, 

feet, and mouths and thus we sought 

to aide the fulfilling of God's promises 

no matter how humanly small our ef-

forts seemed.  

Vicar Frantisek 

 

SAVE-THE-DATE 

Young Education Classes will resume Sunday, September 9 

Fall Blood Drive at New Life will be Sunday, September 23 

Vicar Frantisek with Ade, the founder of the ministry YANA 



 

 

Ever Wonder . . .  
how you can see pictures from New Life events? Visit our 

Facebook page by searching for “New Life Lutheran Church 

Bolingbrook” or click on link below. Once you have found the 

page, please like and follow the page. This will help you see 

new posts as they are added. Our Facebook page is also a great place to hear about upcoming events and 

register. An even greater tool is to share our posts with your Facebook friends to help someone new experi-

ence the community of New Life!    https://www.facebook.com/NewLifeBolingbrook/ 

 

Spotlight on Music 
If you sing or play a musical instrument, you have a gift to share during 

worship services. Please consider one of the following ways to celebrate 

that talent. 

Special Music: Our new Music Director Agata Olszakowska would love to work with you to pick mu-

sic, practice and accompany you.  

Adult Choir: Agata Olszakowska will also be directing this choir. Practice begins on August 22 at 7 

pm. Their first performance will be for our ONE WORSHIP service on August 26. 

Young Choir: Karen Weitendorf leads junior and senior high students with an interest in singing to-

gether. They practice on Sunday mornings between services and perform once a month.  

 

Imagine Our Jubilee Campaign 

There has been exciting progress with fulfilling our campaign goals. While this 

may not be at the forefront of our weekly lives, it clearly has a strong commit-

ment to follow through on the work that was started within the last year. Our 

total amount pledged to the campaign is $535,375. This includes two new gifts 

received in the past few months. As of 7/08/18, we have received $151,441. That’s represents 29% of our 

total pledges in less than the first year!  

One of the goals of the campaign was to eliminate our mortgage debt which was $430,000 when the cam-

paign began. We have been able to make additional mortgage payments as a result of the campaign and that 

debt has been decreased to $330,040. We are excited to consider how we can use God’s abundance to allow 

us to expand or add ministries in the future. 

Another goal was to replace/repair our aging HVAC systems. That goal will be complete by the end of the 

summer! With the pledges received, the final HVAC system will be serviced in the coming month.  

We invite you to look at the new displays in the narthex that will help you track our progress towards pledge 

fulfillment and our other goals. Thank you for your continued generosity in making a difference at New Life. 

Campaign envelopes are part of the regular mailing of monthly offering envelopes. If you do not receive 

monthly offering envelopes but would like campaign envelopes, please contact the church office. You can al-

so use online giving to fulfill pledge payments. Go to www.NewLifeBolingbrook.org and click on Giving in up-

per right corner. If you were not able to make a pledge in the past, but would like to participate in the future, 

please contact the church office for more information.  Everyone has different gifts and every gift continues to 

make a difference as we approach our 50th jubilee.  



 

 

 

August 

Anniversaries 

Mort & Carol Erickson  8/3 

Bruno & Maggie Sadowski  8/3 

Ryan & Angie Boyce        8/6 

Yolanda & Pete Maksymiw 8/6 

David & Susan Thomas  8/6 

Andy & Traci Baumgartner 8/8 

Chris & Pam Wolzen       8/9 

Jim & Nancy Hart    8/11 

Elise & Mike Altamore     8/20 

Bobbie & Al Neverouski      8/21 

Chuck & Terri Henry     8/24 

David & Debra Tomsky     8/24 

Jim & Dodie Peters     8/31 

Bill & Lori Vanoskey Jr.   8/31 

 

Have you moved or changed your 

phone number recently? If so, it is 

important that the church office is 

contacted so we can update our 

records. Thank you. 

 
 

Summer Youth Offering  
Youth have been supporting the ELCA ministry of Water Filters 

through their summer offerings. Safe drinking water isn’t always avail-

able everywhere, especially in times following natural disasters or 

emergencies. So these simple, ceramic water filter are a lifesaver. It’s 

capable of purifying water without electricity or chemicals. It’s a power-

ful tool to not only quench thirst but prevent water borne diseases. 

 

 If this is a ministry that moves your heart, you can donate too, regard-

less of age! During Sunday worship, there is a red pitcher at the altar 

you can place an offering in. Or simply drop a check in the offering 

plate or at the church office with WATER FILTERS in the memo. 

These filters cost $30 a piece. This collection is available through Sep-

tember 3. We are excited to see what our young and young at heart 

members can accomplish by the end of the summer. 

 

If your family needs a yellow youth summer offering envelope, they 

are available on Sundays at the Welcome Spot as you enter the sanc-

tuary.  

 

New Life Butterfly: 

Traveling with Faith 
Summer is still in full swing and so is New Life Butterfly 

photo project! Hopefully you have seen how the wall of 

pictures at church has grown over the last 2 months! Everyone is invit-

ed to participate whether your summer adventures are near or far; 

whether is a low key picnic at the park or once in a lifetime trip to Alas-

ka.  

 

We just wanted to remind you of the two main purposes of the project. 

One is to give you a conversation starter to talk about your faith and 

New Life when you are not in the building. Who have you met while 

taking a picture? The second purpose is to give you a way to stay con-

nected with the New Life family during the busy summer schedules. 

Maybe it gives you an opportunity to talk to someone you don’t know 

very well about their summer adventure. It’s all about building relation-

ships inside and outside the church, one conversation at a time.  

 

Butterflies are still available from an usher on Sunday or in the church 

office during the week. Instructions for sharing your photos are located 

on the back of the butterfly. God’s Spirit is full of power and can trans-

form lives. We humbly ask that He give us strength and courage to 

dare to share that faith wherever we are.   



August Worship Leaders 
Worship Assistant: 
8:15   Sandy Niemiera 
10:15   Bob Clark 8/5 & 8/19,  Josh Schmidt 8/12, Carie Mackey 8/26 
 
Greeters:  
8:15   Keith Brooks 
10:15   Florence & Roland Johnson 
 
Ushers: 
8:15     John & Jackie Schmidt, Kathy Aspeitia, Fred Mills 
10:15   Alice & John Shepard 
 
Volunteers are always needed to help with worship. Interested? Contact 

the church office at 630-759-7636 or  
officemgr@newlifebolingbrook.org 

 
 

Vicar Evan’s Ordination 
August 19 at 4 pm 
Save the date for Vicar Evan’s ordination at St. Luke’s Lutheran 

Church, 300 Carroll Street, Waukesha, WI!  

 

New Life Softball Team 
This is the last month for our tireless team of softball players. They 

play with a lot of heart and fun, regardless of the final score. So 

these are your last opportunities to see the game of summer. 

Come out to have some fun cheering on the team and getting to 

know others better, one inning at a time. Upcoming games for this 

month are scheduled for August 3, and 10. We will try to keep our 

Facebook page up to date with the latest information. Games are 

played on at 6:30pm at Jaime McGee school in Bolingbrook. 

 

Your Council Members 
These members represent you! So if you have a question or idea 

for ministry; please reach out to one of these volunteers. 

John Beaugard, President; Jerry Streeky, Mark Arentsen, Lorie 

Cristofaro, Nancy Leiting, Josh Schmidt, Suzanne Schorsch, Jason 

Scott, Sharon Texley, Cyndi Torkelson 

You can help support New Life by 
simply shopping on Amazon! 

 
Every time you make a purchase 
AmazonSmiles donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible Ama-

zonSmile purchases to New Life. 
 

Just visit smile.amazon.com,  
search for  

New Life Lutheran Church,  
Bolingbrook, IL  

and shop while Amazon gives! 

There are many ways to volunteer at New Life! 

 

Shopping Cart   

Ministry—August Focus 

Pasta noodles, spaghetti 

sauce & nuts;  

Napkins & Kleenex. 

Recycle Year-Round! 

A monthly recycling focus for 
August:  

Eyeglasses: Walmart optical 
department on Route 53 



AUGUST 2018 
Sun 

NA at 7 pm 

Mon 

AA 7:00 pm 

Tue 

Al Anon 7 pm 

Wed 

NA 10 am        

AA 7 pm 

Thu 

Ladies AA 7 pm 

Fri 

PANN 7 pm 

Sat 

Al Anon Study 

8:45am             

Al Anon 10 am 

   1 

Bible Study—10 am 

2 

Mariachi—10 am-1 pm 

Worship Commi—6:30 p 

Executive Comm—7:15 p 

Christ Center of Hope 7p 

3 

Oasis Choir Practice—8 

pm 

Oasis Prayer Service—

10 pm 

4 

Celebration Band  

Rehearsal—10 am 

5 

Worship—8:15 & 

10:15 am 

Spark Teachers     

Meeting—11:30 am 

6 

 

7 

Mariachi—10 am-1 pm 

Oasis—7 pm 

8 

Bible Study—10 am 

9 

Mariachi—10 am-1 pm 

Christ Center of Hope 7p 

10 

Oasis Choir Practice—8 

pm 

11 

Celebration Band  

Rehearsal—10 am 

12 

Worship—8:15 & 

10:15 am 

13 

 

14 

Mariachi—10 am-1 pm 

Oasis—7 pm 

Church Council—7 pm  

15 

Bible Study—10 am 

16 

Mariachi—4-6 pm 

Mutual Ministry—6:15 pm 

Christ Center of Hope 7p 

Care Team—7 pm 

Stewardship—7:30 pm 

17 

Oasis Choir Practice—8 

pm 

18 

Celebration Band  

Rehearsal—10 am 

19 

Worship—8:15 & 

10:15 am 

20 

 

21 

Mariachi—4-6 pm 

Oasis—7 pm 

Outreach—7 pm 

22 

Bible Study—10 am 

Adult Choir—7-8:30 pm 

23 

Mariachi—4-6 pm 

Christ Center of Hope 7p 

Property—7 pm 

24 

Oasis Choir Practice—8 

pm 

25 

Celebration Band  

Rehearsal—10 am 

 

God’s Work. Our 

Hands. Projects 

26 

God’s Work. Our 

Hands. Sunday    

Worship—9:00 am 

 

God’s Work. Our 

Hands. Projects 

27 

 

28 

Mariachi—4-6 pm 

Oasis—7 pm 

29 

Bible Study—10 am 

Adult Choir—7-8:30 pm 

30 

Mariachi—4-6 pm 

Christ Center of Hope 7p 

31 

Oasis Choir Practice—8 

pm 

 

Fellowship Hall   Floor Stripping 

Fellowship Hall Floor Stripping 



Sunday Worship 

8:15 & 10:15 AM 

New Life          

Lutheran Church 

249 N. Bolingbrook Drive 

Bolingbrook, IL 60440 

(630) 759-7636 

officemgr@newlifebolingbrook.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.newlifebolingbrook.org 

Manage Your Giving Online! 
New Life is excited to announce that you can now manage your giving 

online! Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring 

contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere 

you have access to the Internet.  

Simply follow these easy steps:  

1. Visit www.newlifebolingbrook.org.  

2. Click on “Giving” on the top right side of the page.  

3. Click on “Donate/Pay Online” to schedule your recurring or one-

time contributions. You many also scan this QR code to immedi-

ately access the online giving page.  

If you already give via Simply Giving, your profile 

will link automatically when entering your email ad-

dress, and you can manage your contributions 

online at your convenience.  

 

New Life Lutheran Church 

249 N. Bolingbrook Drive 

Bolingbrook, IL 60440 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Where everybody is somebody, and Jesus Christ is Lord! 


