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Dear Friends: 
 
As Illinois enters Phase 3 of the COVID-19 response, changes in many 
businesses will begin on May 29. We rejoice that the infection curve is 
flattening! We want to keep you informed as to what this means for our 
New Life community.  
 
As a church we want to continue to do our part to assist in our community’s 
recovery and restoration. We want to be as helpful as we can to support 
the well-being of our community’s physical, emotional, spiritual, and 
economic health. To participate in that goal for the common good, we 
understand that there will be little change to how we operate at New Life 
during Phase 3. Our building will remain closed to visitors, deliveries, 
meetings and outside groups who have met in our space. While gatherings 
of 10 or fewer are allowed during Phase 3, before we can safely open the 
door to those gatherings, we need to implement a process to screen or 
track individual people who use our space to ensure their health and the 
safety of others. Our staff will continue to work from home the majority of 
time. We will continue to provide worship opportunities online. We are 
grateful we do have the capacity and flexibility to meet virtually and safely.  
 
None of this is our first choice.  But we understand this is our crucial role in  
ensuring a safe environment for all of our congregation and the community 
we serve. We want to give our strongest effort  to help stop or slow the 
spread of the virus, which will help move all of us forward together into 
Phase 4. Decisions on when and how we can safely re-open the building 
will be made based on state and CDC guidelines as well as guidance from 
the ELCA. We are already discussing many new protocols we will need to 
have in place like physical distancing, use of masks, limiting contact, 
enhanced cleaning, and reimagining how worship can look with a 
sharpened eye to health and safety. There is an overwhelming amount of 
decisions to be made. And as we’ve seen throughout this season, 
information and guidelines are frequently updated.   
 
It has been gratifying to know only the building has been closed. New Life 
Lutheran Church is still empowered by the Holy Spirit and is choosing to 
bend, not break. The building has been always been a launching pad for us 
to carry out our mission. We are proud to be launched in service to each 
other, neighbor, and anyone else God places in our path. The church 
remains very open in terms of offering the ability to practice your faith in 
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your home, serving in your neighborhood/community, and showing care 
and compassion for others. Love, compassion, peace and justice is still 
happening outside of the building as you do God’s work with your hands! 
Praise God! 
 
How comforting to remember God is in control. We know we all can’t wait 
to get back together and feel the energy of being physically present with 
each other. We know it is difficult to be patient.  
 
So in the “launched” meantime here’s what we can do; stay engaged! 

- Watch Sunday worship online.  
- Submit prayer requests, and be praying daily.  
- Reach out to connect with people through phone calls, video calls or 

a good old fashioned letter.  
- Visit our website for up to date information about opportunities to 

serve others. “Ways to Serve” lists organized events like Northern 
Illinois Food Bank or Habitat for Humanity or items you can do as an 
individual or family. 

- Read the weekly church emails. If you are not receiving, please sign 
up on our website, under Resources tab or email a staff member to 
be added. 

- Like and follow our Facebook page for announcements about our 
ministries and connecting to our New Life history thru Flashback 
Fridays and a new series of “God is Listening” prayer posts which will 
debut soon.  

- And please consider continuing your faithful giving as you are able. 
Your financial support enables us to continue the worship, outreach 
and ministries that are so important to New Life and our community. 
You can use online giving through our website. Or you can continue 
to use your blue giving envelopes and mail into the church office: 249 
N. Bolingbrook Dr., Bolingbrook, IL 60440. Offerings are counted on 
weekly basis. It has been such as blessing as this current situation 
continues. 

 
 

And finally, dear friends: 
This is temporary. Keep praying. Stay connected. 

You are loved and missed. 
 

 


