
March 4, 2021 

Dear New Lifers, 

Nearly a year has passed since I stood in front of you all on Sunday, March 8, 2020, and said, “I 

just want you to know we’re taking notice of what is going on with the coronavirus and if we 

need to change anything, we’ll let you know. But for now, we’re going to worship as normal.”  

Wow, did I NOT have a clue about what was to happen just 4 days later as we moved worship 

to YouTube and postponed-then-cancelled event after event after event.   

And now we’ve been through a really strange year together. Always hoping, praying and 

wishing we could just be together in our sanctuary.  That’s why we are so happy to begin to 

slowly offer some in-person Sunday morning worship again, with all of our necessary 

precautions.  Sunday, March 14, we will have an 8:15 and 10:15 worship!!!   

On Sunday, March 14, we will gather in-person, but it will be to watch the pre-made worship 

video.  I know, great question—why would you get dressed and leave the comfort of your home 

to watch the worship video?  One big reason is there are many details to plan out about 

returning to in-person worship.  You would be doing your Pastor and other leaders a huge favor 

by giving them a little bit more time to figure out the ins and outs of a live worship experience 

during Covid.  To sweeten the deal, we’ll share Holy Communion together after the video AND 

celebrate New Life’s 51st Birthday AND celebrate the torching of our mortgage papers.  New 

Life is debt-free!  We must celebrate. 

So just what will an in person worship look like now?   

Another great question!  To help us all understand what to expect, and what we can each do to 

keep in-person worship as safe as possible during the pandemic, we’ve created a video that will 

be available starting tomorrow, Friday, March 5, to show you how it will work.  We hope you 

will watch it and if you feel comfortable returning to in-person worship with the precautions in 

place, that you’ll sign up and come! 

If you’re not yet ready to worship in-person, we get it and we’re still committed to offering 

worship opportunities for those of us choosing to be home more than not.  Sometimes new 

worship videos will be available. Sometimes we may all just have to watch a previous video.  

Good thing there’s over 50 to choose from on our New Life YouTube channel! In addition, we 

are building up what we need to be able to sustain livestreams on an ongoing basis.  

Last but not least—continue to stay informed on what is being offered each Sunday (Video? 

Youth ed? In-person?) by reading the Friday emails.  You can always check our website for the 

schedule, too. 

This is temporary. Keep praying. Stay connected.  You are loved and missed. 

Pastor Rakel 


